
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

PLANNING COMMISSION DATE: 

AGENDA ITEM: #8 

REQUEST: 

Norman L. Allinder, AICP 
Director JJ{_...J.r-

January 8, 2013 

2037 W. Cleveland Avenue 
Madera, CA 93637 
(559) 675-7821 
FAX (559) 675-6573 
TDD (559) 675-8970 
mc_planning@madera-county.com 

The applicant is requesting an amendment to an existing Conditional Use Permit to allow 
for a smog check facility with minor repairs at an existing auto sales facility. 

LOCATION: 
The subject property is located west side of State Highway 41, approximately 520 feet 
north of its intersection with Avenue 11 (11116 Highway 41 ), Madera 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 
A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND #2012-30) (Exhibit 0) has been prepared and is 
subject to approval by the Planning Commission. 

AVE 11 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of Conditional Use Permit #2012-
025 subject to conditions and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
MND #2012-30 and Mitigation Monitoring Program. 



STAFF REPORT 
CUP #2012-025 

January 8, 2013 

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION (Exhibit A): 

SITE: CC (Community Commercial) Designation 

SURROUNDING: CC (Community Commercial), VLDR (Very Low Density 

Residential), OS (Open Space) 

ZONING (Exhibit B): 
SITE 

SURROUNDING: 

CRM/MHA (Commercial, Rural, Median) District with a 

Manufactured Housing Architectural Review Overlay 

RRM/MHA (Residential, Rural, Multiple Family) District with a 

Manufactured Housing Architectural Review Overlay; ARV-20 

(Agricultural, Rural, Valley- 20 Acre) District; ARE-40 (Agricultural 

Rural Exclusive- 40 Acre) District 

LAND USE: 
SITE: 

SURROUNDING: 

Auto sales with maintenance 

North: vacant commercial; East: Highway 41 and agricultural land; 

South: commercial; West: residential 

SIZE OF PROPERTY: 0.76 acres. 

ACCESS (Exhibit A): Access to the site is via Business Route 41 

BACKGROUND AND PRIOR ACTIONS: 
In 2005, a Conditional Use Permit was approved to allow for a new/used auto dealership 

with maintenance allowed, but only on vehicles sold from the facility. 

In 2009, a Code Enforcement violation for an illegal business, a vehicle rental operation, 

was processed. The Code Enforcement case is closed as the business is no longer on 

the parcel. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to allow for a smog check facility 

on an existing new/used car sales site that has an existing maintenance facility. The 

maintenance facility currently is designated for vehicles sold from the operation only. 

The request is to expand to allow for smog checks to the public. 

ORDINANCES/POLICIES: 
Section 18.34 of the Madera County Zoning Ordinance outlines the uses and regulations 

of the CRM district and states that automobile repairing, overhauling, rebuilding, painting 

and servicing requires a conditional use permit. 

Section 18.92 of the Madera County Zoning Ordinance outlines the procedures for 

obtaining Conditional Use Permits. 

ANALYSIS: 

RM 

The applicant is requesting an amendment to an existing Conditional Use Permit to allow 

the expansion of services at an existing new/used automobile sales and maintenance 

facility. The applicant wishes to expand services provided to include a smog check and 

repair facility open to the public. 
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STAFF REPORT 
CUP #2012-025 

January 8, 2013 

No new construction is planned. A 2,400 square foot building is planned to be utilized as 

it already exists from the prior conditional use permit. No increase in trash or 

wastewater generation, or water usage is anticipated as a result of this project. By 

amending the existing Conditional Use Permit to allow for vehicles that were not sold on 

site to receive the services provided, it is anticipated that there will be an increase in 

vehicular traffic. While this increase is not expected to be significant, it is still an impact 

that is addressed in the environmental evaluation. 

The 1995 General Plan designates the parcel "CC" (community commercial) which 

provides for auto service related activities. The subject parcel is zoned "CRM" 

(Commercial Rural Median) district which allows for automobile related services with a 

Conditional Use Permit. The Zoning and General Plan designations for this parcel are 

consistent with one another. 

The project has been routed to California Highway Patrol, Sheriff's Office and Caltrans 

for comment. In addition, the Rolling Hills Citizens Association was routed for comment. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 
The following findings of fact must be made by the Planning Commission to make a 

finding of approval of this conditional use permit application. Should the Planning 

Commission vote to approve the project, Staff recommends that the Planning 

Commission concur with the following in light of the proposed conditions of approval. 

1 . The proposed project does not violate the spirit or intent of the zoning ordinance 

in that pursuant to Section 18 .. 34.01 O(c) of the Madera County Zoning 

Ordinance, the proposed use is allowed in the CRM Zone District subject to a 

conditional use permit. 

2. The proposed project is not contrary to the public health, safety, or general 

welfare in that the facility will adhere to all conditions of approval and mitigations 

as approved as they relate to the operations. 

3. The proposed project is not hazardous, harmful, noxious, offensive, or a 
nuisance because of noise, dust, smoke, odor, glare, or similar, factors, in that 

the project must adhere to local and state health and building codes. In addition, 

any potential environmental impacts have been mitigated to a level of less than 

significant through mitigation measures as outlined by the mitigated negative 

declaration and conditions of approval for the conditional use permit. 

4. The proposed project will not for any reason cause a substantial, adverse effect 

upon the property values and general desirability of the surrounding properties. 

The proposed project is compatible with the nature of adjacent uses. The project 

is an existing operation and will have no adverse effect upon the property values 

and general desirability of the area or the County. The expansion will increase 

the capacity and allow the facility to better serve existing and future customers 

located in the surrounding area. 

WILLIAMSON ACT: 
The property is not subject to a Williamson Act contract. 

GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY: 

RM 

The general plan designates the site as CC (Community Commercial) which allows for 

similar uses as to that being proposed. The property is zoned CRM/MHA (Commercial, 
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STAFF REPORT 
CUP #2012-025 

January 8, 2013 

Rural, Median) District with a Manufactured Housing Architectural Review Overlay. The 

proposed project is consistent, and will remain consistent upon completion, with both the 

County's General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The analysis provided in this report supports approval of CUP #2012-025, Mitigated 

Negative Declaration MND #2012-30 and the Mitigation Measures Monitoring Program 

as presented. 

CONDITIONS: 

Engineering Department (Exhibit H) 
1. None 

Environmental Health Department (Exhibit I) 
1. All construction and ongoing daily operations such as external PA systems, 

automatic outside lighting systems and out of the building auto repairs utilized by this 

business must be done in a manner that shall not allow or restrict any potential public 

nuisance(s) to occur to the surrounding residential areas. 

2. These potential public nuisance(s) include, but are not limited to the following: 

External Noise(s), Outside Lighting, Offsite Litter, Odor(s), Vector(s), and/or Dust 

This is accomplished under accepted and approved Best Management Practices 

(BMP) and as required by the County General Plan, County Ordinances and any 

other related State and/or Federal requisite and/or as determined by the Local 

Enforcement Authority (LEA),which is the MCEHD and any other county or state 

regulatory agency having jurisdiction. 

3. The owners/operators of this facility must complete and submit a Business Activities 

Declaration Form with the CUPA Program within this department before onset of 

construction activities. This is to report storage of hazardous materials, like fuels 

onsite at this location. Other related permit(s) may be required due to the possible 

storage/handling of reportable quantities of hazardous materials onsite or for the 

storage of any amount of hazardous waste onsite at any time prior to facility 

operation. 

4. The owner/operator must obtain all the necessary Environmental Health Dept. 

permits prior to any construction activities on site. 

Fire Department 
1. None 

Planning Department 

RM 

1. Facility to operate in accordance with submitted Operational Statement and plans 

unless otherwise modified by conditions of approval and mitigation measures of this 

application. All Mitigation Measures are a condition of approval. 

2. Conditions of approval from CUP #2005-014 remain in effect 
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STAFF REPORT 
CUP #2012-025 

Road Department (Exhibit J) 
1. None 

Caltrans (Exhibit K) 
1. None 

California Highway Patrol (CHP) (Exhibit L) 

1. None 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control (Exhibit M) 

1. None 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Exhibit A, General Plan Map 
2. Exhibit B, Zoning Map 
3 Exhibit C, Assessor's Map 
4. Exhibit D, Site Plan Map 
5. Exhibit D-2, Facility Plan 
6. Exhibit D-3, Facility Plan 
7. Exhibit E, Aerial Map 
8. Exhibit F, Topographical Map 
9. Exhibit G, Operational Statement 

10. Exhibit H, Engineering Department Comments 

11. Exhibit I, Environmental Health Department Comments 

12. Exhibit J, Roads Department Comments 

13. Exhibit K, Caltrans Comments 
14. Exhibit L, CHP Comments 

January 8, 2013 

15. Exhibit M, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Comments 

16. Exhibit N, CEQA Initial Study 
17. Exhibit 0, MND #2012-30 
18. Exhibit P, Conditions of Approval Monitoring Program 

19. Exhibit 0, Mitigation Measures Monitoring Program 
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MADERA COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

2037 W. CLEVELAND AVENUE MS-G, MADERA CA 93637 

EXHIBIT G 

OPERATIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT CHECKLIST 

It is important that the operational/environmental statement provides for a complete understanding of your proposal. 

Your operational/environmental statement must be typed or written in a legible manner on a separate sbeet(s) of 

paper. DO NOT SUBMIT TillS CHECKLIST AS YOUR STATEMENT. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4_ 

5. 

6. 

Please provide the following information: 

Assessors Parcel Number • QAcq •27\ ·OO'f 
Applicants Name p;..,._; ()If' R 0 r 
Address ~ ~' 2. N. ~ rc! s-+ FllF~· 
Phone Number~~)"! (7- 3~S 0 q 37/0 

NOTE: Your response to this operation statement must 
include: 
L Each question as it appears on the form. 

2. Your complete answer to each question Incomplete or 

it legible responses will not be accepted. 

Describe the nature of your proposal/operation (please be specific). 

SN\06. R.SlA'T£1:> R.SPAiR 
What is the existing use of the property" 

CAR. ~A.\.£R.S~IP ¥l/T 1"\"-l,._.Teo-.l"'"t.E: f'I'C.IL-n7' 

What products will be produced by the operation? Will they be produced on~site or at some other location? Are these 

products to be sold on-site? Explain NONE' 

What are the proposed operational time limits? 

Months (if seasonal): 
Days per week: 5'" 
Hours (from~ to.£..): 

Total hours per day: 

8 
Will there be any special activities or events? 

Frequency: 
Hours: 

NO 
Are these activities indoors or outdoors? 

~/A 
7. How many customers or visitors are expected? 

Average number per day: 3• 5 
Maximum number per day: 
What hours will customers/visitors be there? 

9-5 
8. How many employees will there be? 

9 

10. 

Current: 2:1: 
Future: 3-5 
Hours they work· 9 -5' 
Do any live on-site? If so, in what capacity (i.e., caretaker)? 

"'0 
What equipment, materials, or supplies will be used and how will they be stored? If appropriate, provide pictures or 

brochures. 
S:tt\O<io. "H:$i E.CS'-l lf'l'-\P..NiS. ...,..-fr Ul.ioHT RE,P,..IR_ TOOl-S 

Will there be any service and deliver vehicles? 

Number: 

Type: 
No 

Frequency: 

11. Number of parking spaces for employees, customers, and service/delivery vehicles. Type of surfacing on parking ar 

c;,o $ ~\.S pl tr ..... Sf'IV'l-T ?A -.J El:> • 

12. How will access be provided to the property/project? (Street name) 

1-\\.l/l.'f .t. \ Sur.~ ~JESS ~t . 
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13. 
' ·' 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

Estimate the number and type (i.e., cars, trucks) of vehicular trips per day that will be generated by the proposed 

· · Clevelopment. 3- 5 

D<;sccibe imy proposed advertising including size, appearance, and placement. 

NO 
Will existing buildings be used or will new buildings be constructed? Indicate which building(s) or portion(s)of will 

be utilized and describe the type of construction materials, height, color, etc. Provide floor plan and elevations, if 

appropriate. E;X\S.Tit-..lC,.. "t!.IJII..DING, 

Is there any landscaping or fencing proposed? Describe type and location. 

What are the surrounding la~d uses to the north, south, east, and west boundaries of the property? 

Will this operation or equipment used generate noise above existing parcels in the area? N[J 

On a daily or annual basis, estimate how much water will be used by the proposed development, and how is water 

to be supplied to the proposed development (please be specific). 
f"oi.Otlb 

On a daily or weekly basis, how much wastewater will be generated by the proposed project and how ill it be 

disposed of' I.J 0 ('/ ff 

On a daily or weekly basis, how much solid waste (garbage) will be generated by the proposed project and how will 

it be disposed of' 

22. Will there be any grading? Tree removal? (please state the purpose, i.e., for roads, building pads, drainage. etc.) N 0 

23. Are there any archeological or historically significant sites located on this property? If so, describe and show location ;11 t} 
on site plan. 

24. Locate and show ad bodies of water on application plot plan or attached map. Se:e- "'""<.$:D .....,._'? 

25. Show any ravines, gullies, and natural drainage courses on the property on the plot plan. S.se- 1'--\.A.,P 

26. Will hazardous materials or waste be produced as part of this project0 If so, how ill they be shipped or disposed of? r.J D 

27. \V\11 your pmposal require use of any public services or facilities? (i.e., schools, parks, fire and police protection or /vf 0 
special dist:-icts?) 

28. Haw do you see this development impacting the surrounding area? ,..._,0 £:-~C..E 

29. How do you see this development impacting schools, parks, fire and police protection or special districts? 
NO 

30. If your proposal is for commercial or ir.dustria\ development, please complete the following: 

Proposed Use(s) 
Square Feet of Building Arca(s) 
Total Number of Employees 

Building Height(s) 

3l. If your proposal is for a !and division(s), show any slopes over 10% on the map or on an attached map. 

w,., 



TO: 

EXHIBIT H 

Engineering and General Services 
2037 West Cleveland 
Avenue 
Madera, CA 93637 
(559) 6o 1-6333 
(559) 675-7639 
FAX 
(559) 675-8970 
TDD 

MEMORANDUM 

Bass Lake Office 
4060 I Road 274 
Bass Lake, CA 
O-:thf'l.1 
(559) 642-3203 
(559) 658-6959 
FAX 

engine eri ng~;madcra-county. com 

FROM: 

Jerome Keene, Planning Department 

Madera County 

DATE: December 3, 2012 

RE: Auto Care Economy- Conditional Use Permit- Madera (049-271-007-000) 

Comments 
Based on the operational statement and plot plan provided, the following \Vas observed: 

I. Property is not located in the Flood Plain. 

2. Property is within service area S/\19W_ Rolling Hills. But will not required additional services. 

3. )Jo grading/drainage permit required, existing facility. 

Please call Engineering should you have any questions. 

Oario Dominguez 
559-675-7817 extJJ22 

Page1of1 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

Environmental Health Department 
Jill Yaeger, Director 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Robert Mansfield 

EXHIBIT I 

· 2037 West Cleveland Avenue 
· Madera. CA 93637 
• (5591675·7823 

FROM Madera County 

DATE December 3, 2012 

RE Auto Care Economy- Conditional Use Permit- Madera (049-271-007-000) 

Comments 
The Environmental Health Department has reviewed the Conditional Use Permit 

(Cl'P) #2012-025, Auto Care Economy, located on APT\: 049-271-007, y,ithin the Madera area and has 

determined the following: 

A rather large residential housing neighborhood exists just \vest of and adjoining this project location. 

Adjacent occupied home owners arc the most adversely affected by any nuisances caused by even the 

most routine business operations \vithin this type of project and its particular location to these populated 

areas. Because of this circumstance there is a much greater potential t\:)r public nuisances issues to occur 

between the adjacent neighborhood residents and businesses operated along this Business 41 road\vay 

route located \vithin this populated area of Madera County. 

All construction and ongoing daily operations such as external PA systems, automatic outside lighting 

systems and out of the building auto repairs utilized hy this business must be done in a manner that shall 

not allow or restrict any potential public nuisance(s) to occur to the surrounding residential areas. 

These potential public nuisance(s) include, but are not limited to the following: External Noise(s). 

Outside Lighting, Offsite Litter. Odor(s). Vector(s), and/or Dust. This is accomplished under accepted 

and approved Best Management Practices (8MP) and as required by the County General Plan. County 

Ordinances and any other related State and lor Federal requisite and/or as determined hy the Local 

Enforcement Authority (LEA).which is the MCEHD and any other county or ~tate regulatory· agency 

having jurisdiction. 

The owners/operators ofthi-; facility must complete and submit a Business Activities Declaration Form 

V•iith the CUPA Program within this department before onset of construction activities. This is to report 

storage of hazardou':i materials, like fuels nnsite at this location. Other related rermit(s) ma: be required 

due to the possible storage/handling ofreponable quantities of hazardous materials Olhite or for the 

storage of any amount of hazardous w·aste onsite at any time prior to facility operation. 

The owner/operator must obtain all the necessary Environmental 11ealth Dept. pam its prior to any 

construction activities on site. 

If there are any questions or comments regarding these conditions/requirements or for copies of any 

Environmental Health Permit Application forms and/or other required Environmental Health ft1rm 

please. feel free to contact the appropriate program specialist as indicated in the above comments or 

contact me within this department at (559) 675-7823, M-F. 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

Page 1 of 2 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

ROAD DEPARTMENT 
COUNTY OF 

MADERA 
2037 WEST CLEVELAND AVENUE/MADERA, CALIFORNIA 93637 

(559) 675-7811 I FAX (559)675-7631 

MEMORANDUM 

Robert Mansfield 

Road Department 

November 15, 2012 

EXHIBIT J 

JOHANNESHOEVERTSZ 
Road Commissioner 

RE: Auto Care Economy- Conditional Use Permit- Madera (049-271-007-000) 

COMMENTS-
Our department has no concerns with this proposaL, this is Business Route 41, being the old Highway 
41 alignment This is still all Caltrans jurisdiction ... there is a proposed relinquishment to happen which 
probably won't take place for quite some time due to issues with the old bridge crossing the San Joaquin 

River. The State is responsible for some upgrades to this structure and doesn't have the needed funding 

at this present time. 



EXHIBIT K 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

Planning Department 
Nonnan Allin<:.ier, Planning Director 

PROJECT REVIEW REQllEST 

DATE: November 05,2012 

Community Advisory Councils 

~ -1 Ahwahnee Community Council ;---...' 
1,,_J Coarsegold Area Plan Committee 

Review A genies 

n Madera County Agricultural Commissioner 

ivf Madera County Shenffs Office 
: ; City of Chowchilla Planning Department 
:-;~ City of Madera Planning Department 
l-. California Department fo Fish and Game 
i ; Cahfarnia Department of Housing 
R'j Caltfornia Department of Transportation (CAL TRANS) 
! 

1 
Cal1fornJa Department of Water Resources 

,-:;;: California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
~· Cali:ornia Cepartment of Conservation 
r -, Californi.a Division of Mines and Geology 
;-1 Ca11fornia 01v1sion of 011 and Gas 
r~·j San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control Distnct 
L_; Archaeological lnformatio;J Center- Bakersfield 

'< Other Fra"k Brgelow, CHP 

RETURN' TO: 
ROBERT MANSFIELD, Planning Department 
2!137 W. Cleveland Avenue 
Madera, CA 93637 
I'hone: (559) 675-7821 

REGARDING: 

1\ ', 
'·l 

h!~l North Fork Community Development Counc1i 
___ Oakhurst Community Advisory Council 

Homeowners Associations 

~ 
Bass Lake Homeowners Assn 
Bonadelle Ranchos #5 
Bonadelle Ranchos Neighbcrhood Commtttee 
Cascade! Homeowners Assn 

',_j Goldside Estates 
! : Hidden Lake Estates Homeowners Assn 
i J Indian LaKes Estates P.roperty Owner Assn 
LJ Lake Shore Park Subdivlsror 
_j Madera Ranchos Neiglborhood Committee 

· Pierce Lake Estates 
Pines Civic Council 

~~ Rolling Hi' is Citizer.s Assn 
I i Sumner Hi I Horneowrers Assn 
,-' 

Yosemite Lakes Park Owner . ."\ssn 

/ 

The request consists of a conditional use permit to a! low to amend ex1st1ng CUP to allow for smog check and repa1r 

faciltty 

The attached application is being forwarded to you for your agency's review and comment Please complete :he attached 

Development RevieV'.' form and return it to us prior to: November 19, 2012. If we do not receive comments from your Agency 
pnor to this date, we w\11 assume th2t your Agency has no comments to offer Th1s application will t:e rev1ewed by tle Madera 

County Development Review Committee Dec 12, 2012 

PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF THIS COVER SHEET TO THE FRONT OF YOUR CO'YIMENTS 

CUP #2012-025 



State of Califomia-ausiness, Transportation and Housing Agency 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 
Madera Area 
3051 Airport Drive 
Madera, CA 93637-8709 
(559) 675-1025 
(800) 735-2929 (TTffDD) 
(800) 735-2922 (Voice) 

November 13,2012 
File No.: 450.11396.13669 

Robert Mansfield 
Madera County 
Resource Management Agency 
2037 W. Cleveland Avenue 
Madera, CA 93637 

EXHIBIT L 
EDMUND G. BROWN Jr., Governor 

RE: Auto Care Economy- Conditional Use Permit- Madera (049-271-007-000) 

Mr. Robert Mansfield 

Staff at the Madera office of the California Highway Patrol (CHP) has reviewed the Project 
Review Request regarding the proposed Auto Care Economy- Conditional Use Permit- Madera 
(049-271-007-000). 

The CHP, Madera Area, is the primary agency providing traffic law enforcement, traffic safety, 
and traffic management of the unincorporated areas, within the eastern and southern portions of 
Madera County. After a thorough review of this document, we offer the following comments: 

The proposed new project area is located within the jurisdictional responsibility of the CHP 
Madera Area office. According to the information received, the CHP believes there will be a 
minimal increase in vehicular traffic as a result of this project. Mostly, there will be a small 
increase of traffic patterns near and around the development. No changes in CHP duties are 
anticipated since there will only be a small increase in vehicular traffic. 

Should there be questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (559) 675-1025. 

~r~ 
~o---'-
0. PARlS, Lieutenant 
Commander 
Madera Area 

cc: Special Projects Section- CHP 
Central Division- CHP 

Safety, Service, and Security An Internationally Accredited Agency 



Robert Mansfield 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Debbie Johnson [Debbie.Johnson@valleyair.org] 
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 10:25 AM 
Robert Mansfield 
CUP #2012-025 Auto Care Economy 

EXHIBIT M 

The San Joaquin Valley Unified A1r Pollution Control Distnct (District) has reviewed the above referenced project and has 
no comments to offer at this time. 

District staff is ava1lable to meet with you and/or the applicant to further discuss the regulatory reqwements that are 
assoc1ated with th1s project To Identify District rules or regulations that apply to this project or to obtain information about 
Distnct permit requirements, the applicant is strongly encouraged to contact the District's Small Business Assistance 
Office at (559) 230-5888. Current District rules can be found at www valleyairorg/rules/1ruleslisthtm. 

If you have any questions or require further information. please call the District at (559) 230-6000 and ask to speak to the 
ISR/CEQA group 



EXHIBIT N 

Environmental Checklist Form 

Title of Proposal: CUP #2012-025- Paul DeRoi!Auto Care Economy 

Date Checklist Submitted: December 13, 2012 

Agency Requiring Checklist: Madera County Planning Department 

Agency Contact Robert Mansfield, AICP, Planner Ill Phone: (559) 675-7821 

Description of Project 

To amend existing Conditional Use Permit to allow for smog check and repair fac1lity for vehicles not 
sold at the site. 

The Initial Study is a public document used by the decision-making lead agency to determine whether a 
project may have significant effects on the environment In the case of the proposed project, the 
Madera County Planning Department, acting as lead agency, will use the init1al study to determine 
whether the project has a significant effect on the environment In accordance with CEQA, Guidelines 
(Section 15063[a]). an environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if there is substantial 
evidence (such as results of the Initial Study) that a project may have significant effect on the 
enwonment This is true regardless of whether the overall effect of the project would be adverse or 
beneficial. A negative declaration (ND) or mitigated negative declaration (MND) may be prepared if the 
lead agency determines that the project would have no potentially significant impacts or that rev1s1ons 
to the prefect, or measures agreed to by the applicant, mitigate the potentially significant impacts to a 
less-than-significant level. 

The initial study cons1ders and evaluates all aspects of the project which are necessary to support the 
proposal. The complete project description includes the site plan, operat1onal statement, and other 
supporting materials which are available in the project file at the office of the Madera County Plann1ng 
Department 

Project Location: 
The subject parcel IS located on the west side of State Highway 41, approximately 520 feet north of 1ts 
intersection w1th Avenue 11 (11116 Highway 41 ). Madera 

Applicant Name and Address 
Auto Care Economy 
266 North Abby 
Fresno, CA 93701 

General Plan Designation 
CC (Community Commercial) 

Zoning Designation 
CRM/MHA (Commercial, Rural, Median) District with a Manufactured Housing Architectural Review 
Overlay 

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: 
RRM/MHA (Residential, Rural, Multiple Family) District w1th a Manufactured Housing Architectural 
Review Overlay; ARV-20 (Agricultural, Rural, Valley - 20 Acre) District ARE-40 (Agricultural Rural 
Exclus1ve- 40 Acre) District 



North: Vacant; South: Commercial; East: Highway 41; West: Residential 

Other Public Agencies whose approval is required: 
None 



ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one 
impact that is "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

D Aesthetics D Agriculture and Forestry D Air Quality 
Resources 

D Biological Resources D Cultural Resources D Geology /Soils 

D Greenhouse Gas D Hazards & Hazardous D Hydrology I Water Quality 
Emissions Materials 

D Land Use/Planning D Mineral Resources D Noise 

D Population I Housing D Public Services D Recreation 

D Transportation/Traffic D Utilities I Service Systems D Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

DETERMINATION (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

D I find that the proposed pro1ect COULD NOT have a S1gn1f1cant effect on the environment. and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION Will be prepared. 

I lind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there 
Will not be a signi-ficant effect in this case because rev1sions in the project have been made by or 
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED I\IEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared 

D I find that the proposed project MAY have a Significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is requrred 

D 1 find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or ··potentially significant 
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately 
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed 
by mitrgation measures based on the earlier analysrs as described on attached sheets. An 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but 1t must analyze only the effects that remain 
to be addressed 

0 1 find that although the proposed project could have a s1gnif1cant effect on the environment. because 
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately rn an earlrer EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applrcable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant 
to that earlrer EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revrsrons or m1trgation measures that 
are imposed upon the prop sed project, nothing further 1s required. 

~ .. - 13/ tL=-
Srgnature Date 

J 



I. AESTHETICS --Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock outcropp1ngs, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? 

c) Substantially degrade the ex1st1ng visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundmgs? 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare wh1ch 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views 1n the area? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant Less Than 

No 
with Significant 

lm:Jad 
Mitigation Impact 

Incorporation 

D D 

D D 0 

D D 0 

D D 0 

(a - d) No Impact. The existing facility w1ll be util1zed for th1s operation and no new construction will occur No 
impacts have been identified as a result of th1s prowct. No new lights will be installed. 

A nighttime sky 1n which stars are read1ly VISible 1s often cons1dered a valuable scenic/visual resource In urban 
areas. views of the nighttime sky are being d1min1shed by "l1ght pollut1on." Light pollution, as defined by the 
International dark-Sky Assoc1at10n, IS any adverse effect of artificial light, 1nclud1ng sky glow, glare. l1ght 
trespass light clutter, decreased visibility at night. and energy waste Two elements of light pollut1on may affect 
city residents: sky glow and light trespass Sky glow is a result of light fixtures that em1t a portion of their light 
directly upward 1nto the sky where light scatters. creating an orange-yellow glow above a City or town. This l1ght 
can interfere w1th views of the nightt1me sky and can dim1n1sh the number of stars that are VISible. Light 
trespass occurs when poorly sh1elded or poorly a1med f1xtures cast light into unwanted areas, such as 
neighboring property and homes. 

Light pollution IS a problem most typically associated with urban areas. L1ght1ng is necessary for nighttime 
v1ew1ng and for security purposes. However, excessive lighting or inappropriately des1gned lighting fixtures can 
disturb nearby sensitive land uses through ind1rect Illumination. Land uses which are considered "sensitive" to 
th1s unwanted light include residences, hospitals, and care homes. 

Dayt1me sources of glare 1nclude refiections off of l1ght-colored surfaces, w1ndows, and metal detailS on cars 
traveling on nearby roadways. The amount of glare depends on the intensity and dlfeclion of sunlight. which is 
more acute at sunnse and subset because the angle of the sun is lower during these times. 



Ill. 
AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES In determining 
whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant 
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) 
prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional 
model to use in assessing impacts on agnculture and farmland. 
In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including 
timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies 
may refer to mformation compiled by the California Department 
of Forestry and F1re Protection regarding the state's inventory of 
forest land, Including the Forest and Range Assessment Project 
and the Forest Legacy Assessment project and forest carbon 
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols 
adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would the 
proJect· 

a) Convert Prime Farmland. Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland). as shown on the maps 
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the Califorma Resources Agency, to 
non-agricultural use? 

b) Conf.ICI with existing zon1ng for agncultural use. or a 
Williamson Act contract? 

c) Conflict with ex1sting zoning for. or cause rezoning of. forest 
land (as defined 1n Public Resource Code sect1on 
12220(g)) or timberland (as def1ned by Public Resources 
Code section 4526) or timberland zoned T1mberlano 
Protection (as def1ned by Government Code sect1on 
51104(g))? 

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land 
to non-forest lard? 

e) Involve other changes 1n the ex1st1ng enwonment wh1ch. 
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest 
land to ron-forest use? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant Less Than 

with S1gr1ficant 
Mitigation Impact 

lncorporat:on 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

No 
Impact 

(a -e) No Impact. This proJect IS on an already developed piece of property that is zoned commercial No 
agricultural or forest resources Will be Impacted as a result of the project 
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Ill. AIR QUALITY -- Where available. the significance criteria 
established by the applicable air quality management or air 
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

b) Violate any a1r quality standard or contribute substantially to 
an ex1sting or projected a1r qual1ty violation? 

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net Increase of any 
critena pollutant for which the project region is non­
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (Including releasmg emiss1ons which 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number 
of people? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

No 
Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

(a - c) Less than Significant Impact There is an ant1c1pated minimal increase in vehicular tr~ps to the facil1ty 
with the approval of the Conditional Use Permit allowmg for the smog inspection station for vehicles not sold at 
the facility. Th1s will have a m1mmal increase in the 1mpact to the general location. As th1s facility 1S adjacent to 
State Route (SR) 41 which has a sign1f1cant amount of traffic already, the mmimal 1ncrease of traffic at this 
locat1on will be minimal 

(d -e) Less than Significant w1th MitigatiOn Incorporation There IS a residential neighborhood to the west of 
th1s project site While the sales operation. along with the maintenance facility for those vehicles sold at the s1te 
exclusively, was approved prev1ously, there have been no known complaints of em1ss1on related complaints 
The area 1S flanked to the east by Highway 41 which is a busy north-south corridor W1th the potential 1ncrease 
1n bus1ness by allow1ng 'outside" veh1cles (vehicles not sold at the busmess) to come to the fac1l1ty, there 1s 
expected to be a m1n1mal increase, 1n l1ght of the whole, of vehicular traff1c to and from the bus1ness Due to the 
nature of the bus1ness. there 1s the potent1al that vehicles may s1t idl1ng for periods of t1me, espec1ally dur~ng the 
smog check processes. Th1s has the potential of 1mpac\lng the a1r quality at the local level. Odors may also be 
emitted from the area, espec1ally if diesel eng1nes are a part of the 1nventory being worked on in the shop 

Global Cl1mate Change 

Climate change 1s a sh1ft in the ·'average weather' that a g1ven region experiences This IS measured by 
changes in temperature. w1nd patterns, precipitation and storms. Global climate 1s the change in the climate of 
the earth as a whole It can occur naturally. as 1n the case of an 1ce age, or occur as a result of anthropogeniC 
activities The extent to which anthropogenic activities influence climate change has been the subject of 
extensive scientific 1nqu1ry 1n the past several decades. The Intergovernmental Panel on Cl1mate Change 
(IPCC), recogn1zed as the leading research body on the subject, issued its Fourth Assessment Report 1n 
February 2007, wh1ch asserted that there 1s 'very h1gh confidence" (by IPCC def1n1t;on a 9 1n 10 chance of 
being correct) that human activities have resulted 1n a net warming of the planet s1nce 1750 

CEQA reqwes an agency to engage 1n forecast1ng 'to the extent that an activ1ty could reasonably be expected 
under the circumstances An agency cannot be expected to pred1ct the future course of governmental 
regulation or exactly what Information sc1ent1f1c advances may ultimately reveal" (CEQA Gu1del1nes Sect1on 
15144. Office of Planning and Research commentary. c1t1ng the Cal1forn1a Supreme Court dec1s1on m Laurel 
He1ghts Improvement Assoc1at1on v Regents of the Un1vers1ty of Cal1fornia [1988]47 Cal 3d 376) 

Recent concerns over global warming have created a greater interest in greenhouse gases (GHG) and their 
contribution to global cl1mate change (GCC). However at this time there are no generally accepted thresholds 
of significance for determ1nmg the impact of GHG emiSSions from an md1vidual project on GCC. Thus. 
perm1t11ng agencies are in the position of developing pol1cy and gu1dance to ascerta1n and m1t1gate to the extent 
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IV. 

feasible the effects of GHG, for CEQA purposes, without the normal degree of accepted guidance by case law. 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Em1ssions: The potential effect of greenhouse gas emission on global climate change 
is an emerging issue that warrants discusston under CEQA Unlike the pollutants discussed previously that 
may have regional and local effects, greenhouse gases have the potential to cause global changes in the 
environment In addition, greenhouse gas emiSSions do not directly produce a localized impact, but may cause 
an 1ndirect impact if the local climate is adversely changed by its cumulative contribution to a change in global 
climate. Individual development projects contribute relatively small amounts of greenhouse gases that when 
added to other greenhouse gas producing activities around the world would result in an 1ncrease 1n these 
emissions that have led many to conclude is changing the global climate. However, no threshold has been 
established for what would conslitute a cumulatively considerable 1ncrease in greenhouse gases for individual 
development proJects. The State of California has taken several actions that help to address potential global 
climate change 1m pacts 

California Assembly Bill (AB) 1493 (Pavley) enacted on July 22. 2002, reqUired GARB to develop and adopt 
regulat1ons that reduce GHG emttted by passenger vehicles and tight duty trucks. Regulations adopted by 
GARB will apply to 2009 and later model year vehicles. GARB estimates that the regulation Will reduce climate 
change emtsstons from light duty passenger vehicle fieet by an estimated 18 percent by 2020 and by 27 
percent tn 2030 (GARB 2004a) 

Californta Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced on June 1, 2005, through Execut1ve Order S3-05, the 
followtng GHG emission targets by 2010 reduce GHG emissions to 2000 levels; by 2020. reduce GHG 
emtssions by 1990 levels: by 2050, reduce GHG emtsstons to 80 percent below 1990 levels. 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES-- Would the project 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect. either d!fectly or through 
habttat modifications, on any species identifted as a 
candidate, sensitive. or spectal status spectes 1n local or 
regtonal plans. pol1ctes, or regulations, or by the Califorma 
Department of Ftsh and Game or U.S Fish and Wildlife 
Serv1ce? 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian hab1tat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or 
reg1onal plans, polictes, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildl1fe 
Serv:ce? 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected 
wetlands as def1ned by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(mcluding. but not l1mited to, marsh, vernal pool. coastal, 
etc) through direct removal, filling, hydrologtcal 
interruption, or other means? 

d) Interfere substantially With the movement of any native 
res1dent or migratory fish or W1ldl1fe species or with 
established nattve res1dent or mtgratory w1ldl1fe corndors, o· 
impede the use of nattve Wildlife nursery sites? 

e) Conflict wtth any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biolog1ca\ resources, such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance? 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan. Natural Communtty Conservation Plan, 
or other approved local. regtonat. or state habitat 
conservation plan? 
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Discussion: 

(a -f) No Impact. The proJect site and, for the majority, its' surroundings have been either developed or graded 
in preparation of future development. The surrounding uses to this project site includes residential and a State 
Highway (Rolling H1lls and SR-41 Respectively). The potential of impacts to the species listed below IS less 
than likely given the development on and around the site. 

There IS no new development or land disturbance planned or anticipated for this specific site as a result of this 
project. 

Special Status Spec1es 1nclude 

• Plants and animals that are legally protected or proposed for protection under the California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA) or Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), 

• Plants and an1mals def1ned as endangered or rare under the Cal1fornia Enwonmental Quality 
Act (CEOA) §15380; 

• Ammals designated as species of spec1al concern by the U S F1sh and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) or California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG); 

• An1mals listed as "fully protected" in the Fish and Game Code of California (§3511, §4 700. 
§5050 and §5515), and 

• Plants listed 1n the California Native Plant Society's (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and Endangered 
Vascular Plants of Cal1forn1a. 



A review of both the County's and Department of Fish and Game's databases for special status species have 
identified the following species: 

Species Federal Listing State Listing Dept. of Fish and CNPS Listing 
Game Listing 

~---- '"' - ----
California T1ger Threatened 1 Threatened sse None 
Salamander 

I I ----- -

Western Spadefoot None None sse None 
Burrow1ng Owl None None sse None 

' 

--~~ 

California Horned None None WL 
lark 

Hard head None None , sse 
rc;; I ---

SanJoaqum ,None ,None ,,No--ne 
Pocket Mouse , 

North en Hardpan None None i None 
Vernal Pool 

Northern Claypan None None 
Vernal Pool 

! Great v"'a-;lc:lec-y-;M-;-I~Xc-e-;-d ~-.N;-:o:-:nc-e~~~~~-+-.Nc:-o·ne 
' Riparian Forest 

None : Vernal Pool Fairy 1 Threatened 
Shrrmp 

None 

'None 

, None 

• 

! None 

------: Norle 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None California 
Lindenella 

I 

Valley E derberry 
, Longhorn Beetle 

! Molestan Bl1ster 

1 None 
I 

I Threatened , None ~~~~~f-.-o-N one -~- -~~~T-None 

Beetle 

Spmy-Sepaled 
Button-Celery 

Succulent Owls­
Clover 

None 

' i 
i None 

1 Threatened 
! 

Hairy Orcutt Grass Endangered 

'San Joaqu1n Valley-· i Threatened 
' Orcutt Grass 
L_ - -- -- - ----~---J 
Lanes Bridge Quadrangle 

L1st 1A Plants presumed extinct 

--- ____ j 
None 

, None 

Endangered 

Endangered 

-~TEnd angered 

L_~ 

None 

:None 

None 

~ None 

None 

I None 

------! 
11 8.2 

----c 1B2 

1 B.1 

1 1B 1 

List 1 B. Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and elsewhere 
J:-§12 Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in Caltfornia, but more numerous elsewhere 

List 3 Plants which more information is needed -a revtew ltst 

L1st 4 Plants of Lim1ted Distributed -a watch I 1st 

Ranking 

0 1- Senously threatened in California (high degree/immediacy of threat) 

0 2- Fairly threatened 1n California (moderate degree/immediacy of threat) 

0 3- Not very threatened in California (low degree/immediacy of threates or no current threats known) 

The Valley elderberry longhorn beetle was l1sted as a threatened spec1es 1n 1980 Use of the elderberry bush 
by the beetle. a wood borer, 1s rarely apparent Frequently, the only exterior ev1dence of the elderberry's use 
by the beetle is an exit hole created by the larva just prior to the pupal stage Accord1ng to the USFWWS, the 
Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle habitat is primarily 1n communit1es of clustered Elderberry plants located 
w1thin ripanan habitat The USFWS stated that VELB habitat does not mclude every Elderberry plant 1n the 
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Central Valley, such as isolated, individual plants. plants with stems that are less than one inch in basal 
diameter or plants located rn upland habitat. 

General Information 

Effective January 1, 2007, Senate Bill1535 took effect that has changed de minrmis findings procedures. The 
Senate Bill takes the de minimis findings capabilities out of the Lead Agency hands and puts the process into 
the hands of the Department of Fish and Game The same Senate Bill also increases the assocrated fees for 
the Fish and Game; the current fees associated with a Mrtrgated Negative Declaration are $2,156 50. and the 
County Clerk filing fee is $50. 

In short, the applicant must erther contact the Califorma Department of Fish and Game and get them to issue a 
de minimis findrng and fee exemptron waiver. submrt that with the County $50 filing fee, OR submit a total of 
$2,206.50 (on top of associated County Fees) to the County 

CULTURAL RESOURCES-- Would the proJect Less Than 
Polentia:ly Sign1f1cant Less Than 

No Significant with S1gnif1cant 
Impact Impact Mitigation Impact 

I ncorpcration 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the signrficance of a D D D 0 
historical resource as defined in §15064 5? 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the signifrcance of D D D 0 
an archaeologrcal resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

c) Directly or rndirectly destroy a unrque paleontologrcal D D D 0 
resource or site or unique geologic feature? 

d) Drsturb any human rema1ns. rncludrng those interred D D D 0 
outsrde of formal cemeterres? 

Discussion: 

Publrc Resource Code 5021.1 (b) defrnes a histone resource as ·any object buildrng, structure, site, area or 
place which is historically srgnrficant 1n the architectural, engineering. scrent1f1c, economic, agrrcultural, 
educational, social, politrcal, m1lrtary. or cultural annals of Calrfornia" These resources are of such rmport, that 
rt is codrfied in CEQA (PRC Sectron 21000) whrch prohibits actrons that 'drsrupt or adversely affect a 
prehislor'1c or historic archaeological site or a property of historical or cultural significance to a community or 
ethnrc or sacral groups; or a paleontologrcal s1te except as part of a screntifrc study." 

Archaeological importance is generally, although not exclusively, a measure of the archaeological research 
value of a s1te which meets one or more of the follow1ng cnteria: 

• Is associated w1th an event or person of recognized significance in Cal1fornia or American 
history or of recognized scientific importance in prehistory 

• Can provide rnformation whrch IS both of demonstrable public rnterest and useful rn addressing 
scientifically consequential and reasonable archaeological research quest1ons 

• Has a spec1al or particular quality such as oldest best example, largest, or last survrvrng 
example of rts k1nd. 

• Is at least 100 years old and possesses substantial stratrgraphic integrity (r e rt rs essentially 
undisturbed and intact) 

• Involves rmportant research questions that hrstorrc research has shown can be answered only 
with archaeologrcal methods. 

Reference CEOA Guidelines §15064.5 for definitrons. 
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VI 

(a -d) No Impact. The site is already developed. No new development is proposed as a result of this project. 

Most of the archaeological survey work in the County has taken place in the foothills and mountains. Th1s does 
not mean, however, that no sites ex1st in the western part of the County, but rather that this area has not been 
as thoroughly studied. There are slightly more than 2,000 recorded archaeological s1tes rn the County, most of 
wh1ch are located in the foothills and mountains Recorded prehistoric art1facts 1nclude village s1tes, camp sites, 
bedrock mill1ng stations, pictographs, petroglyphs, rock rings. sacred sites, and resource gathering areas. 
Madera County also contains a significant number of potentially historic sites, including homesteads and 
ranches, min1ng and logging sites and assoc1ated features (such as small camps, railroad beds, logging chutes, 
and trash dumps. 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS-- Would the project 

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, Including the risk of loss, Injury, or death 
involving: 

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as del1neated 
on the most recent AlqUJst-Pnolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Map issued by the State Geolog1st for the 
area or based on other substantial evidence of a 
known fault? Refer to Division of M1nes and Geology 
Special Publication 42. 

ii) Strong se1smic ground shaking? 

ll1) Se1smic-related ground failure, inCiud1ng liquefaction? 

1v) Landslides? 

b) Result 1n substantial sor~ erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that 1s unstable, or that 
would become unstable as a result of the project and 
potentially result 1n on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreadmg, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

d) Be located on expansive so1l, as def1ned in Table 18-1-B of 
the Uniform Building Code (1994), creat1ng substantial nsks 
to life or property? 

e) Have soils 1ncapable of adequately supportmg the use of 
septic tanks or alternat1ve waste water disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the d1sposal of waste 
water? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Sigr.ificant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significa.1t 

I'T'pact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

No 
hrpact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

(a i-iii) Less than S1gnificant Impact Madera County is div1ded 1nto two major phys1ograph1c and geologic 
provinces the Sierra Nevada Range and the Central Valley The S1erra Nevada phys1ograph1c province m the 
northeastern port1on of the county IS underlain by metamorphiC and igneous rock. It cons1sts mainly of 
homogenous types of granitic rocks, w1th several Islands of older metamorphic rock The central and western 
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parts of the county are part of the Central Valley province, underlain by marine and non-marine sedimentary 
rocks. 

The foothill area of the county is essentially a transition zone, containing old alluvial soils that have been 
dissected by the west-flowing rivers and streams which carry runoff from the Sierra Nevada's. 

Seismicity varies greatly between the two major geologic provinces represented 1n Madera County The 
Central valley IS an area of relatively low tectonic activity bordered by mountain ranges on either side The 
Sierra Nevada's, partly within Madera County, are the result of movement of tectonic plates which resulted in 
the creation of the mountain range. The Coast Ranges on the west side of the Central Valley are also a result 
of these forces, and continued movement of the Pacific and North American tectonic plates continues to 
elevate the ranges. Most of the seismic hazards in Madera County result from movement along faults 
associated with the creation of these ranges. 

There are no active or potent>ally active faults of maJOr historic significance within Madera County The County 
does not lie within any Alquist Pnolo Special Studies Zone for surface faulting or fault creep. 

However, there are two significant faults w1th1n the larger region that have been and will cont1nue to be, the 
pnnc1ple sources of potential seismic act1v1ty w1th1n Madera County 

San Andreas Fault: The San Andreas Fault lies approximately 45 miles west of the county line. The fault has a 
long history of activ1ty and is thus a concern in determining activity in the area 

Owens Valley Fault Group· The Owens Valley Fault Group is a complex system containing both active and 
potentially active faults on the eastern base of the S1erra Nevada Range. This group 1s located approx1mately 
80 miles east of the County line 1n lnyo County This system has historically been the source of seismic activity 
within the County. 

The Draft Environmental impact Report for the state prison project near Fairmead ident1f1ed faults within a 100 
mile radius of the proJect s1te. Since Falfmead 1s centrally located along Highway 99 within the county. this 
information provides a good 1nd1cator of the potential seism1c activ1ty which m1ght be felt w1th1n the County 
Fifteen active faults (Including the San Andreas and Owens Valley Fault Group) were 1dentlf1ed 1n the 
Preliminary Geotechmca/ lnvesligation Four of the faults lie along the eastern portion of the Sierra Nevada 
Range. approximately 75 m1les to the northeast of Fa~rmead. These are the Parker Lake, Hartley Springs. 
Hilton Creek and Mono Valley Faults The remaining faults are 1n the western portion of the San JoaqUin 
Valley, as well as within the Coast Range approximately 47 miles west of Fairmead Most of the rema1ning 11 
faults are associated With the San Andreas. Calaveras. Hayward and R1nconada Fault Systems wh1ch 
collectively form the tectomc plate boundary of the Central Valley 

In add1t1on, the Clovis Fault. although not having any h1stonc evidence of aclivity, is considered to be active 
within quaternary lime (within the past two m1ll1on years). 1s considered potent1ally active Th1s fault line lies 
approximately six miles south of the Madera County l1ne 1n Fresno County Act1v1ty along th1s fault could 
potentrally generate more seismic actrv(ty m Madera County than the San Andreas or Owens Va!!ey fault 
systems_ However. because of the lack of h1storic act1vity along the C 1.ovis Fault, there is inadequate evidence 
for assessing maximum earthquake impacts 

Seism1c ground shaking, however. IS the pnmary se1sm1c hazard 10 Madera County because of the County's 
se1smic setting and 1ts record of h1stoncal act1v1ty (General Plan Background Element and Program EIR). The 
project represents no specifiC threat or hazard from se:smic ground shaking. and all new construct1on w1il 
comply with current local and stace bU1Id1ng codes. Other geologic hazards. such as landslides. lateral 
spreading, subsidence, and hquefact1on have not been known to occur within Madera County 

Accord1ng to the Madera County General Plan Background Report, groundshak1ng 1s the pnmary seism1c 
hazard in Madera County. The valley portion of Madera County IS located on alluvium ceposits, whicn tend to 
experience greater groundshaking 1ntensit1es than areas located on hard rock_ Therefore, structures located in 
the valley will tend to suffer greater damage from groundshaking than those located in the foothill and mountain 
areas. 

Liquefaction 1s a process whereby soli is temporanly transformed to a fluid form dunng intense and prolonged 
ground shaking. According to the Madera County General Plan Background Report. although there are areas 
of Madera County where the water table 1s at 30 feet or less below the surface. so1l types 1n the area are not 
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VII. 

conducive to liquefaction because they are either too coarse in texture or too high in clay content; the soil types 
mitigate against the potential for liquefaction. 

(a- iv) No Impact. The terrain of the project site is relatively flat and does not lend 1tself to significant, if any, 
landslide events. Additionally, the facility itself, and most of its surroundings, are paved which does not lend 
itself to landslide events. 

(b) Less than Significant Impact. The site is already developed, including structures and impervious surfaces 
No new construction is anttcipated. ThiS construction would lend to diversion of rainfall to other locattons, wh1ch 
could potentially effect erosion where either previously never occurred or were in lesser impacts 

(c- e) No Impact No impacts have been identified as a result of this project 

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS- Would the project Less Than 
Potentially Significant Less Than 

No Significant with S•gnificant 
Impact lmpact Mit·gatiol"' Impact 

lncorpo~at,on 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, etther directly or D D 0 D 
indirectly, that may have a stgniftcant impact on the 
environment? 

b) Confl1ct With an applicable plan, pol1cy or regulatton 
adopted for the purpose of reducing the em1ssions of 
greenhouse gases? 

D D D 

Discussion: 

(a- b) Less than Significant. While there is an anticipation of increased traffic to thts location as a result of th1s 
proJect, that increase 1s not anticipated to impact or generate greenhouse gas generation. It is anticipated that 
with the smog check facility that greenhouse gas emisstons from vehicles could be potentially reduced While tt 
IS ant1c1pated that th1s reduct,on 1s not stgntflcant tn light of the whole picture. the reducttons are cumulattve 
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VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS- Would the 
project 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

b) Create a Significant hazard to the public or the enwonment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and acc1dent 
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials mto 
the environment? 

c) Em1t hazardous em1ssions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one­
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

d) Be located on a site which is 1nc!uded on a list of hazardous 
materials sites comp1led pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962 5 and, as a result, would it create a 
s1gnif1cant hazard to the public or the environment? 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles 
of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
result 1n a safety hazard for people residing or working m 
the project area? 

f) 

g) 

For a project withm the vic1n1ty of a private airstr;p, would 
the project result in a safety hazard for people res1ding or 
working 1n the project area? 

Impair implementation 
adopted emergency 
evacuation plan? 

of or physically interfere w1th an 
response plan or emergency 

h) Expose people or structures to a significant nsk of loss, 
Injury or death mvolving wildland fires, Including where 
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are Intermixed With wildlands? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

No 
Impact 

D 

D 

D 

(a- c) Less than SJgntficant wrth Mitigation Incorporation The facifity is a vehicle maintenance fac:lity which by 
1ts very nature has hazardous matenals and hazardous wastes {oil and antifreeze both in ··nevi' (unused) 
states. and used (ready for proper disposal) states) Wh1le the smog station expansion technically does not 
generate hazardous waste, nor does it use hazardous materials by the testmg system utilized, if any repairs 
were to be conducted as a result of that test1ng to bnng the vehicle 1nto compliance, potent1al use of materials 
and generation of waste could occur. 

With mitigations, this 1m pact can be reduced to a less than sigmf1cant Impact 

(d) No Impact No impacts have been identified as a result of th1s process. 

(e - f) No Impact. Wh1le this project is located 1n an Airport/Airspace Overlay area, the project 1tself already 
ex1sts and has no equipment or processes that could potentially interfere w1th flights or flight patterns 

(g- h) No Impact No impacts Identified as a result of this project 

14 



IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY- Would the project 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements? 

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or mterfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there 
would be a net defrcit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the 
local groundwater table level (e.g .. the production rate of 
pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level which would 
not support exrsting land uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been granted)? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drarnage pattern of the site 
or area, including through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river, 1n a manner which would result 1n 
substantral erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

d) Substantially alter the existing dramage pattern of the site 
or area. rncluding through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount 
of surface runoff in a manner which would result in floodtng 
on- or off-site? 

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 
capacity of exrsting or planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial addrtlonal sources of 
polluted runoff? 

f) Otherwise substantrally degrade water qualrty? 

g) Place housrng wrthin a 100-year flood hazard area as 
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map? 

h) Place withrn a 100-year flood hazard area structures which 
would rmpede or redirect flood flows? 

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, 
inju'y or death involving floodrng, includmg flooding as a 
result of the far lure of a levee or dam? 

J) Inundation by seiche. tsunami, or mud flow? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Signifrcant 

Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Less Than 
Significant Less Than 

with Significant 
Mitrgation Impact 

IncorporatiOn 

0 

D D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

D 0 

D 0 

D 0 

D 0 

No 
Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

(a & f) Less than Sigmfrcant With Mitigation Incorporation. Wrth an auto marntenance facr·rrty. the chances of 
drrpping Oil pans and radiators (antrfreeze) on the ground being washed nto areas not meant for such actrvities 
(through rainfall or negligence) is of concern Spills also do occur typrcalry by accrdent. With proper 
mrtigations. this impact can be reduced to less than significant. 

(b) No Impact No rmpacts have been identified as a result of thrs prowct. 

(c- e) Less than Significant Impact. No new construction is proposed as a result of this project The current 
structure has the potential of altering rainwater drainage patterns. 

(g) No Impact. No housing rs proposed as a result of this projeCt No new construction is proposed for this 
project 
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X. 

XI 

(h - i) No Impact. No impacts have been identified as a result of this project 

U) No Impact. A seiche is an occasional and sudden OSCillation of the water of a lake, bay or estuary producing 
fluctuations in the water level and caused by wind, earthquakes or changes in barometric pressure. A tsunami 
is an unusually large sea wave produced by seaquake or undersea volcanic eruption (from the Japanese 
language, roughly translated as "harbor wave"). Accord1ng to the California D1v1sion of Mines and Geology, 
there are no active or potentially active faults of major histone Significance within Madera County. As this 
property is not located near any bodies of water, no 1mpacts are identified 

LAND USE AND PLANNING- Would the project result in: 

a) Physically div1de an established commun1ty? 

b) Conft1ct w1th any applicable land use plan, policy or 
regulation of an agency w1th jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to the general plan. spec1fic plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

c) Conflict w1th any applicable habitat conservation plan or 
natural community conservation plan? 

Discussion: 

PoterJtially 
S1gnif1cant 

I'Ylpact 

D 

D 

D 

Less fha1 
Significant less Than 

w1th Significa 1t 
Mitigation Impact 

Incorporation 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

(a -c) No Impact. No 1m pacts have been identified as a result of this project 

MINERAL RESOURCES- Would the project result in 

a) Result 1n the loss of availabil1ty of a known m1neral 
resource that would be of value to the reg1on and the 
residents of the state? 

b) Result 1n the loss of availability of a locally important 
m1neral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or o:her land use plan? 

Discussion: 

Less Tha1 
Potent1ally S·gnif:cant Less Than 
S1gn1ficant wnh Significant 

Impact M1tiga\10n Impact 
IncorporatiOn 

D D D 

D D D 

(a -b) No Impact No 1mpacts have been 1dent1f1ed as a result of th1s project. 
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XII NOISE- Would the project result in: 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of norse levels in 
excess of standards established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance or applicable standards of other agencies? 

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or ground borne noise levels? 

c) A substant1al permanent increase in ambient noise levels 1n 
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase 1n ambient 
levels in the proJeCt VIcinity above levels existing without 
the project? 

e) For a proJect located within an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles 
of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or work1ng in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

f) For a proJect w1thin the vicinity of a private a11stnp. would 
the project expose people res1ding or working 1n the proJeCt 
area to excessive noise levels? 

Discussion: 

General Discussion 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

!!'lcorooration 

D 

0 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No 
Impact 

D 

0 

0 

The Norse Element of the Madera County General Plan (Polrcy 7A5) provrdes that noise whrch wrll be created 
by new non-transportat1on norse sources shall be m1t1gated so as not to exceed the No1se Element noise level 
standards on lands designated for no•se-sens1trve uses However, thrs polrcy does not apply to noise levels 
associated wrth agncultural operatrons. All the surrounding properties whrle rnclude some resrdent1al umts. are 
designated and zoned for agrrcultural uses This rmpact rs therefore cons.dered less than srgmfrcant. 

Constructron noise typically occurs rntermrttently and var1es dependrrg upon the nature or phase of 
constructron (e g demolition/land clearing. gradrng and excavation, erectron) The Unrted States Env11onmental 
Protection Agency has found that the average norse levels assoc1ated wrth constructron actrv1t1es typrcally 
range from approx1mately 76 dBA :a 84 dBA leq, wrth rnterm1tten! 1ndrv1dual equ1pment norse levels rang1ng 
from approximately 75 dBA to more than 88 dBA for brief periods 

Short Term No1se 

No1se from localized pornt sources (such as constructron s1!es) typically decreases by approximately 6 dBA w1th 
each doublmg of distance from source to receptor. Given the no1se attenuat1on rate and assuming no noise 
shielding from either natural or human-made features (e g_ trees buildings_ fences), outdoor receptors with1n 
approximately 400 feet of construction site could experience maximum noise Jeveis of greater than 70 dBA 
when onsite construction-related no,se levels exceed approx1ma!ely 89 dBA at the proJect s1te boundary 
Construction activities that occur dunng the more noise-sensitive eighteen hours could result in increased levels 
of annoyance and sleep drsruplion for occupants of nearby ex1sting resrdentral dwell1ngs As a result, nolse­
generatrng construction actiVIties would be cons1dered to have a potentrally Slgn1f1cant short-term impact 
However with implementation of m1tigation measures, th1s impact would be considered less than significant. 

Long Term Noise 

Mechanical building equipment (e g heating, ventilation and a11 conditionrng systems, and boilers), associated 
w1th the proposed structures, could generate no1se levels of approximately 90 dB A at 3 fee! from the source 
However, such mechanical equ1pment systems are typically shielded from d11ect public exposure and usually 
housed on rooftops, within equipment rooms, or within exterior enclosures. 
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Landscape maintenance equipment, such as leaf blowers and gasoline pcwered mowers, associated with the 
proposed operations could result in intermittent noise levels that range from approximately 80 to 100 dBA at 3 
feet, respectively Based on an equipment noise level of 100 dBA, landscape maintenance equipment 
(assuming a noise attenuation rate of 6 dBA per doubling of distance from the source) may result in extenor 
noise levels of approximately 75 dBA at 50 feet. 

(a, c & d) Less than Significant with M/tJgation Incorporation. The operation of this facility is a smog 
check/repair type facility. This will generate some noise, while not substantial in light of the whole that will be 
above the ambient levels of the surrounding neighborhood. Th1s increase will only be dunng normal business 
hours. With mitigations, this impact can be reduced to a level of less than Significant, 

(b, e & f) No Impact. While th1s prorect is located within an airport'airspace overlay d1strict which restricts 
certa1n activities that would interfere with the normal operat1on of airplanes. th1s prorect 1n and of itself does not 
lend to such 1ssues. No new construction is ant1c1pated, so no caut1ons will need to be added and no 
mitigations related to the overlay distnct w1ll need to be added 

The nature of the operations on s1te will not generate groundborne vibrations There will be no new 
construction, thus no vibrations caused as a result 

XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING-- Would the project 

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area. either 
directly (for example, by proposrng new hornes and 
bus1nesses) or 1ndirectly (for example through extens1on of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of ex1sting housing. 
necessitating the construction of replacement hous1ng 
elsewhere? 

c) Displace substantial numbers of people. necess1tatrng the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
S1gmficant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
S1gn1f1cant Less Than No 

With Significant 
Impact Mitigation Impact 

lncorporat•on 

D D 

D D 

D D 

(a- c) No Impact. The prorect as m1t1gated would not result 1n substantial population growth. and would not 
displace existing housing or people 
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XIV. 

XV. 

PUBLIC SERVICES 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the prov1sion of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or phys1cally 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services 

i) Fire protection? 

ii) Police protect1on? 

iii) Schools? 

iv) Parks? 

v) Other public facilities? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No 
Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(a - i) Less than SJgmficant WJth Mitigation Incorporation W1th automobile repair type facilities, there IS the 
potential of combustion sources (i e oil soaked rags that could, under certa1n Circumstances, spontaneously 
combust) existing With proper mitigat1on, th1s can be reduced to less than signifrcant. 

(a - ii) Less than SignJficant With vehrcles. the potentral of either parts theft or whole vehicle thefts IS 
considerable With mitigation mcorporatron. these 1mpacts can be less than signrfrcant. Incidental need for law 
enforcement may be needed for rnstances of vandalism. 

(a-iii- v) No Impact. No impacts have been identif1ed as a result of this project 

RECREATION 

a) Would the project rncrease the use of exrstrng 
neighborhood and regronal parks or other recreat1onal 
faci!ities such that substantial phys1cal detenoration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 

b) Does the project include recreattonal fac:lltleS or require the 
construction or expans1on of recreational facilities wh1ch 
m1ght have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
S1gnrficant 

Impact 

0 

0 

(a- b) No Impact No rmpacts have been 1dentrfied as a result of th1s pro1ect. 
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Mit1gation lrrpact 
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0 0 

0 0 
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XVI TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC-- Would the project· 

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy 
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance 
of the circulation system, taking mto account all modes of 
transportation including mass transit and non-motorized 
travel and relevant components of the circulation system. 
including but not limited to intersections. streets, highways 
and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass 
transit? 

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management 
program, includrng, but not lrmited to, level of service 
standards and travel demand measures or other standards, 
established by the county congestron management agency 
for designated roads or highways? 

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, mcludrng either an 
increase rn traffic levels or a change in location that results 
in substantial safety risks? 

d) Substantially rncrease hazards due to a desrgn feature 
(e g, sharp curves or dangerous rntersectrons) or 
incompatible uses (e g , farm equipment)? 

e) Result rn rnadequate emergency access? 

f) Conflict wrth adopted polrcies. plans, 
supportrng alternat1ve transportatiOn (e.g 
bicycle racks)? 

Discussion: 

or programs 
bus turnouts, 

Potentially 
Significant 

rmpact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

lrcorporation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No 
I'll pact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(a) Less than Signrflcant with Mttrgat10n Incorporation As there wrll be a potentral rncrease in busrness on the 
property as a result of thrs project there is a potentral of impact to the local circulation 1n the area With 
mitigation, this can be reduced to a level of less than significance 

(b) Less than Signrfrcant Impact It is antrcrpated that there will be a slrght increase in vehicular traffrc as a 
result of the smog check statron This could interfere wrth the policres. but the impact wrll be 'Olinrmal in lrght of 
the whole 

Madera County currently uses Level Of Service "D" as the threshold of srgnrfrcance level for roadway and 
intersection operations. The follow1ng charts show the significance of those levels 

Level of Serv1ce 
A 

E --· 

B 
c 
D 
E 
F 

Unsignalized intersections. 

_ ~- Descr_iptio~-- ~~y~rag~--~q_f}troi ___ Q~Iay (sec /ca.D____ 
_Lrttle or_no delay___ ----+ __ Q_=-1 0 

-----I __ 
Short traffiC_dela_ll ___ ____i _______ >1 0 - 15 

___ __cM::_e"-'dium_t(ilff<c celay > 15- 2~- __ _ 
_____ Long traf!<_c d_elay > 25 _::32__ ___ _ 

Very long_ tralfrc delay > 35- 50 
_Excessrvetra_ffiC_dela)'_ ___ _'>_50 



,----
Level of Service I Descri ~lion Averaqe Control Delav (sec./car) ! 

I 

I 

I 

A 
! 

B ! 

' 

c 

D 

E 

Uncongested operations, all 
gueues clear in single cycle 

Very light congestion, an 
occasional Phase is fullv utilized 

Light congest1on; occasional 
queu~s on approach 

Significant congestion on critical 
approaches, but 1ntersect'1on is 
funct1onal Vehicles required to 

wait through more than one cycle 
during short peaks No long-

standmg queues formed. 
Severe congestion w1th some 

long-standing queues on critical 
approaches. Traffic queues may 

block nearby intersect1on(s) 

< 10 

>10-20 
i 

' 

> 20- 35 

> 35-55 

-------
> 55-80 l 

F 
upstream of critical a roach.'-"e_.s)LJ~------=------__j 

Total breakdown, significant > 80 
___ queuing_ _____ , ------------Signalized intersections 

Level of Freeways Expressway I Arterial Collector 

Emiss,ons of CO (Carbon Monoxide) are the pnmarily mob1le-source criteria pollutant of local concern. Local 
mobile-source CO emiSSions near roadway intersections are a direct function of traff•c volume. speed and 
delay. Carbon monox1de transport IS extremely l1m1ted, it disperses rapidly w1th distance from the source under 
normal meteorological conditions Under certa1n meteorological conditions, however, CO concentrations close 
to congested roadway or Intersection may reach unhealthy levels, affect1ng local sens1t1ve receptors (residents. 
school children, nosp1tal patients. the elderly, etc.) As a result, the SJVAPCP recommends analysis of CO 
emiSSIOns of at a local rather than regional level. Local CO concentrations at Intersections projected to operate 
at level of serv1ce (LOS) D or better do not typ1cally exceed national or state amb1ent alf qual1ty standards In 
addition. non-s1gnal1zed intersections located within areas having relatively low background concentrations do 
not typically have sufficient traff1c volumes to warrant analysis of local CO concentrations. 

(c- d) No fmpact No impacts have been identified as a resu·t of this project. 

(e) Less than SigmfJcant Impact There IS a service gate at the front of the parcel(front1ng Bus1ness Route 41) 
which could hamper emergency response in the event of fire after hours Additionally. depending on the 
placement of vehiCles, emergency equ1pment potentially could have problems maneuvenng 1nto pos1t1on. W1th 
mitigation. this impact can be lessened to less than significant 

(f) No Impact No 1m pacts 1dentif1ed as a result of this project 
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XVII. 

XVIII 

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS- Would the project 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

b) ReqUire or result rn the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansron of existing 
facilitres, the construction of which could cause srgnificant 
environmental effects? 

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water 
drarnage facllrtres or expansron of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant enwonmental 
effects? 

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the proJect 
from ex1sting entitlements and resources, or are new or 
expanded entitlements needed? 

e) Result in a determrnation by the wastewater treatment 
provrder whrch serves or may serve the proJect that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the proJect's proJected demand 
1n add1t1on to the provrder's ex1sting commitments? 

f) Be served by a landfrll with sufficrent permitted capacrty to 
accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs? 

g) Comply w1th federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solrd waste? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

(a- g) No Impact No rmpacts have been identrfied as a result of th1s pro)8ct 

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

a) Does the proJeCt have the potent1al to degrade the quality 
of the environment, substantially reduce the hab1tat of a frsh 
or wi1dlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to elim1nate a 
plant or animal commun1ty, reduce the number or restnct 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the maJor penods of 
Cal1fornra h1story or prehistory? 

b) Does the proJect have rmpacts that are individually '11m1ted. 
but cumulatively considerable? ('Cumulatrvely 
considerable" means that the rncremental effects of a 
proJect are consrderable when vrewed in connection wrth 
the effects of past projects the effects of other current 
prowcts, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

c) Does the proJect have environmental effects wh1ch wtll 
cause substantial adverse effects on human berngs, erther 
directly or 1nd~rect1y? 

POienttally 
S1gntficant 

Impact 

0 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

less Than 
Sign1f1cant 

with 
Mrtigatlan 

lncorpcratlor 

0 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less T~,an 
Sign1f1cant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

No 
Impact 

No 
Impact 



Discussion: 

CEQA defines three types of impacts or effects: 

• Direct impacts are caused by a project and occur at the same t1me and place (CEQA 
§15358(a)(1) 

• Indirect or secondary impacts are reasonably foreseeable and are caused by a project but 
occur at a different time or place They may include growth induc1ng effects and other effects 
related to changes 1n the pattern of land use, populat1on density or growth rate and related 
effects on a1r, water and other natural systems, 1nclud1ng ecosystems (CEQA §15358(a)l2). 

• Cumulative ·,mpacts refer to two or more individual effects which, when considered together, 
are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental1mpacts (CEQA 
§15355(b)). Impacts from ind•vidual projects may be considered minor, but considered 
retroactively with other projects over a period of time. those impacts could be significant 
especially where listed or sensit1ve species are involved. 

(a- c) No Impact While there are impacts identified, thetr effects will be minimal and m1t1gatable 



Documents/Organizations/Individuals Consulted 
In Preparation of this 

Initial Study 

Madera County General Plan 

California Department of Finance 

California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines 

United States EnVIronmental Protect1on Agency 

Madera County Environmental Health 

Madera County Roads Department 

Caltrans website http://www dot.ca.qovlhg/LandArchlscenJc highwayslindex.htm accessed October 31. 2008 

California Department of Fish and Game "California Natural Diversity Database'' http:llwww.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodatalcnddbl 
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EXHIBIT 0 

MND 2012-30 December 13,2012 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION MND 

RE: Conditional Use Permit #2012-025- Paul DeRoi/Auto Care Economy 

LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
The subject parcel is located on the west side of State Highway 41, approximately 520 
feet north of its intersection with Avenue 11 (11116 H<ghway 41 ), Madera 

To amend existing Conditional Use Perm1t to allow for smog check and repair facility for 
vehicles not sold at the site 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

No adverse environmental impact is anticipated from this project. The following 
mitigation measures are included to avoid any potential impacts. 

BASIS FOR NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

No vehicles shall idle for more than 15 m1nutes so as to reduce the amount of emiss1ons 
from the site. 

2 All hazardous materials are to be handled, stored and d1sposed of 1n accordance with 
Matenal Safety Data Sheet Instructions and industry specifications. 

3. Employees are to have appropriate training for safe handling of all hazardous materials 

4. No washing down of facilities with water shall occur so as to prevent runoff of hazardous 
materials (i.e Oil, antifreeze, etc.). 

5. Facil1ty shall operate Within Madera County No1se Ordmance. 

6. Prov1de for best housekeeping pract1ces to reduce and prevent 1gnit1on and spread of 
fire 

7. Any gates utilized by the fac1l1ty w1ll have a Madera County Fire Marshal approved Knox 
Box available for access to the site after hours should an emergency occur. 

8. All parking shall occur on the parcel itself, and no park1ng shall occur on the s1de of the 
road 



MND 2012-30 2 December 13, 2012 

Madera County Environmental Committee 

A copy of the negative declaration and all supporting documentation is available for review at 
the Madera County Planning Department. 2037 West Cleveland Avenue, Madera, California. 

DATED: December 13, 2012 
FILED: 
PROJECT APPROVED: 



CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL EXHIBIT P 

PROJECT NAME: 
PROJECT LOCATION: 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

APPLICANT: 
CONTACT PERSON/TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

No. Condition 

Engineering 

lNone 

Environmental Health 
All construction and ongoing da1ly operations such as external PA systems, automatic outside 
lighting systems and out of the building auto repairs utilized by this business must be done in a 
manner that shall not allow or restrict any potential public nuisance(s) to occur to the 
surrounding residential areas. 

These potential public nuisance(s) include, but are not limited to the followmg. External 
Noise(s), Outside Lighting, Offsite Litter, Odor(s), Vector(s), and/or Dust This is accomplished 
under accepted and approved Best Management Practices (BMP) and as required by the 
County General Plan, County Ordinances and any other related State and/or Federal requisite 
and/or as determined by the Local Enforcement Authority (LEA), which is the MCEHD and any 
other county or state regulatory agency having jurisdiction. 

The owners/operators of this facility must complete and submit a Business Activities 
Declaration Form with the CUPA Program within this department before onset of construction 
activities. This is to report storage of hazardous materials, like fuels ensile at this location. 
Other related permit(s) may be required due to the possible storage/handling of reportable 
quantities of hazardous materials ensile or for the storage of any amount of hazardous waste 
onsite at any time prior to facility operation. 

CUP #2012~025 Auto Care Economy 

west side of Highway 41, approximately 520 feet north of Avenue 11 

smog check center 

Auto Care Economy 

Department/A 
enc 

Environmental 
Health 

Environmental 
Health 

Environmental 
Health 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Remarks 

The owner/operator must obtain all the necessary Environmental Health Dept. permits prior to I Environmental 
any construction activities on s1te. Health 

Fire 

fnone 



No. 

Planning 

Condition 

Facility to operate in accordance with submitted Operational Statement and plans unless 
otherwise modified by conditions of approval and mitigation measures of this application. 
Mitigation measures are conditions of approval. 

21Condltions of approval from CUP #2005-014 remain in effect. 

Road 
None 

2 

Department/A 
enc 

Planning 

Planning 

Initials 

I 

Verification of Compliance 

Remarks 

1 
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MITIGATION MONITORING REPORT 

MND # 2012-30 

No. 

Aesthetics 
None 

Agric'Uiiu~al ___ ~esources 
None 

Mitigation Measure 

AirQuali~ {o vehicles shall idle foe moce than 15 minutes 

Biologicy;,:ources 

Cultural Resources 

t"ne 

Geology and Soils 
None 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
All hazardous materials are to be handled. stored and disposed 

Monitoring 
Phase 

Operational 

of in accordance with Material Safety Data Sheet instructions !Operations 
and industry specifications 

Employees are to have appropriate training for safe handling of 
all hazardous matenals 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

No washing down of facilities with water shall occur 

Land Use and Planning 
None 

Operations 

l::l.~~Dr1!.nsL 

Environmental I Environmental 
Health Health 

Environmental 
Health 

Environmental 
Health 

Environmental I Environmental 
Health Health 

l 
1 

l 

EXHIBIT Q 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials I Date I Remarks 

l 

I 



No. 

Mineral Resources 

tone 
Noise 

Population and Housing 

Public Services 

Mitigation Measure Monitoring 
Phase 

Provide for best housekeeping practices to reduce and prevent IO r 
ignition and spread of f1re. pera 10ns 

Any gates utilized by the facility will have a Madera County Fire 
Marshal approved Knox Box available for access to the site !Operations 
after hours should an emergency occur 

Recreation 

Transportation and Traffic 
All parking sh~ll occur on the parcel1tself, and no parking shall IO erations 
occur on the s1de of the road. P 

Utilities and Service Systems 

Fire Marshall 

Fire Marshall 

Planning 

2 

Planning and 
Fire Marshall 

Planning and 
Fire Marshall 

Planning 

Initials 

I 
1 

l 

Verification of Compliance 
. . ...•......•..•.....• j 

Remarks 


