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GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION (Exhibit A): 

SITE: AE (Agricultural Exclusive) Designation 
 
SURROUNDING: AE (Agricultural Exclusive) Designation; OS (Open Space) 

Designation; A (Agricultural) Designation 
 
ZONING (Exhibit B): 

SITE: ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 40 Acre) District 
 

SURROUNDING: ARE-20 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 20 Acre) District; 
ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 40 Acre) District; OS 
(Open Space) District 

 
LAND USE: 

SITE: Orchard 
 

SURROUNDING:  Agricultural 
 
SIZE OF PROPERTY: 632.74 
 
ACCESS (Exhibit A): Access to the site is via Avenue 17 
 
BACKGROUND AND PRIOR ACTIONS: 

On September 18, 2007, the Planning Commission approved an Environmental 
Impact Report and Conditional Use Permit #2005-030 to establish a dairy facility.  
This dairy was a part of what was termed the “Tri-Dairy” project as there were three 
total dairies involved. 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed project would construct a dairy digester over an existing lagoon.  The 
produced biogas will be upgraded to meet natural gas regulations for the local utility 
company and will then be trucked to a separate injection site located at the Soares 
Dairy (under CUP #2020-009). 

 
ORDINANCES/POLICIES: 

Section 18.58 of the Madera County Zoning Ordinance outlines the uses and 
regulations of the ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 40 Acre) District. 

 
Section 18.92 of the Madera County Zoning Ordinance outlines the procedures for 
obtaining Conditional Use Permits. 
 
Policy 5.A.1 of the Madera County General Plan states the County shall maintain 
agriculturally designated areas for agricultural uses. 
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Policy 5.A.16 of the Madera County General Plan supports economic development 
of agriculturally related activities within the County. 
 
Madera County Dairy Standards provides guidance to new and existing dairies to 
reduce environmental impacts. 
 

 
ANALYSIS: 

The proposed project would construct the infrastructure required to allow the 
generation of biogas (a byproduct of manure decomposition) and then preparation 
and transportation to an injection site at the Soares Dairy (facility covered under 
CUP #2020-009).  The resultant biogas will be sold to local utility for energy 
production. 
 
While the APN associated with this project indicates a field, the field is associated 
with the actual dairy facility that was approved under CUP #2005-030.  By their 
nature, dairies encompass several different contiguous parcels to accommodate 
the needs of the operation.  The actual construction of the digester and related 
equipment will be located where the majority of the dairy facility is located. 
 
Dairy digesters have been an increasing trend over the last few years for dairy 
facilities to reduce odor emissions and to generate on-site electricity from a 
renewable resource. 
 
The anaerobic digester will capture methane from decomposing manure sourced 
from the dairy facility and then converted to electricity which will be sold to an off-
site electrical provider.  Anaerobic digestion is a process by which microorganisms 
break down biodegradable material in the absence of oxygen.  The process 
produces a biogas consisting of methane, carbon dioxide and traces of other gases.  
The process is widely used as a source of renewable energy.  
 
Biogas typically refers to a gas produced by the biological breakdown of organic 
matter in the absence of oxygen.  Organic waste such as dead plant and animal 
material, animal feces, and kitchen waste can be converted to a gaseous fuel called 
biogas.  It comprises primarily methane and carbon dioxide and may have small 
amounts of hydrogen sulfide and moisture.  The process is a three-step procedure.  
First is the decomposition of plant or animal matter, this step breaks down the 
organic material to usable sized molecules such as sugar.  The second step is the 
conversion of decomposed matter to organic acids.  Lastly, those acids are 
converted to methane gas. 
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In 2003, the US consumed 147 trillion BTU (British Thermal Units – a unit of 
measure of the amount of energy required to heat one pound of water by one 
degree Fahrenheit) of energy from landfill gas, which equated to 0.6% of the total 
US natural gas consumption.  When biogas is used, many advantages arise.  As 
an example, in the US, utilization of biogas could generate enough electricity to 
meet up to three percent of the electrical expenditures. 
 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration estimates that in 2018 about 270 billion 
cubic feet of landfill gas was collected at about 352 US landfills and burned to 
generate about 11 billion kilowatthours (kWh) of electricity, or about 0.3% of total 
US utility-scale electricity generation in 2018.  The same agency estimates that also 
in 2018, about 29 large dairies and livestock operations in the United States 
produced a total of about 266 million kilowatthours (kWh) (or 0.3 billion 
kilowatthours (kWh)) of electricity from biogas. 
 
As an example of this type of system, a hog farm in Tulare, hog manure is slurried 
and sent to a Hypalon-covered lagoon for biogas generation.  The collected biogas 
fuels a 70-kilowatt engine-generator and a 100-kilowatt engine-generator.  The 
electricity generated on the farm is able to meet monthly electric and heat energy 
demand. 
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The area surrounding the project is zoned ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 
40 Acre) District and has a general plan designation of AE (Agricultural Exclusive).  
The ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 40 Acre) District allows for agricultural 
uses and single-family residences by right. 
 
Existing dairy water will be used.  Roughly 50 gallons of water per day will be used 
in the digester equipment.  Dairy water is characterized as that used as a part of the 
flushing of stalls and related facilities onsite.  What drainage there will be, will be 
utilized by the irrigation pond.   
 
The general plan designation of Agricultural Exclusive (AE) allows for limited 
agricultural support service uses (e.g. barns, animal feed facilities, silos, stables, 
fruit stands and feed stores), agriculturally oriented services (e.g. wineries, cotton 
gins), timber production, mineral extraction, airstrips, public and commercial refuse 
disposal sites, recreational uses, public and quasi-public uses, and similar and 
compatible uses. 
 
According to the Madera County Transportation Commission (MCTC), the traffic 
counts for the area range from 417 east bound and 375 west bound vehicles along 
Avenue 18 ½ east of its’ intersection with Road 9, which is the closest intersection 
to this project site (3.4 miles northwest) for which there are traffic counts for 2016.   
 
The project was circulated to internal departments as well as the County Sheriff, 
Agricultural Commissioner, California Regional Water Quality Control, State Water 
Resources Control Board, and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control Board.  
The Regional Water Quality Control commented on the project.  The dairy will be 
required to adhere to the regulatory requirements of the RWQC for the operation 
(Exhibit J). 
 
Pursuant to Public Resource Code (PRC) §21080.3.1(d), the project was also 
circulated to requesting tribes, including Table Mountain Rancheria, Dumna Wo 
Wah, Picayune Rancheria of Chuckchansi Tribe and the Chowchilla Yokuts Tribe.  
This circulation allows for local native tribes the opportunity to indicate if they wish 
to be further consulted on the project, request various different levels of 
archaeological studies on site prior to continuing with the processing of the project 
or starting of constructing, or decline further consultation.  No tribe responded. 
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If this project is approved, the applicant will need to submit a check, made out to 
the County of Madera, in the amount of $2,456.75 to cover the Notice of 
Determination (CEQA) filing at the Madera County Clerks’ office.  The amount 
covers the $2,406.75 Department of Fish and Wildlife fee that took effect January 
1, 2020 and the County Clerk $50.00 filing fee.  In lieu of the Fish and Wildlife fee, 
the applicant may choose to contact the Fresno office of the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife to apply for a fee waiver.  The County Clerk Fee, Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Fee (or waiver if approved) is due within five days of approval of this 
permit at the Board of Supervisors. 
 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 

The following findings of fact must be made by the Planning Commission to make 
a finding of approval of the project.  Should the Planning Commission vote to 
approve the project, Staff recommends that the Planning Commission concur with 
the following in light of the proposed conditions of approval. 

 
1. The proposed project does not violate the spirit or intent of the zoning 

ordinance in that the property is ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive 40-
Acre District) which allows for agricultural activities by right.  While the 
proposed activity is not specifically spelled out in the ARE-40 zone, Section 
18.94.160 of the zoning ordinance does require a Conditional Use Permit for 
this type of use as it is being operated by a local agency (Madera Irrigation 
District). 

 
2. The proposed project is not contrary to the public health, safety, or general 

welfare in that the facility will adhere to all conditions of approval and 
mitigations as approved as they relate to the operations.  The project in and 
of itself is not contrary to public health, safety or welfare of the project.  By 
its’ nature, it has the potential of reducing odors and greenhouse gas 
emissions and allowing the production of a renewable energy source from 
an existing facility. 

 
3. The proposed project is not hazardous, harmful, noxious, offensive, or a 

nuisance because of noise, dust, smoke, odor, glare, or similar, factors, in 
that the project must adhere to local and state health and building codes.  No 
additional odors, noise, dust, smoke, or glare is being produced by the 
project.  As designed, this project could reduce the amount of odors 
generated by the dairy. 
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4. The proposed project will not for any reason cause a substantial, adverse 

effect upon the property values and general desirability of the surrounding 
properties.  The surrounding parcels are agriculturally zoned and used for 
agricultural purposes, including other dairy facilities.  No significant impacts 
to surrounding property values is seen as a result of this project. 

 
WILLIAMSON ACT: 

The property as a whole is subject to the Williamson Act.  However, the project is 
not a conflict to the provisions of the contract. 

 
GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY: 

The General Plan designation is currently AE (Agricultural Exclusive).  The property 
is zoned ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive – 40 Acre) District which allows for 
uses such as that proposed with a Conditional Use Permit.  The proposed activity 
is consistent with these designations as submitted.   

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

The analysis provided in this report supports approval of CUP #2020-010, Findings 
of Fact, Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND #2020-13) and Mitigation Monitoring 
Plan. 

 
CONDITIONS 

See attached. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Exhibit A, General Plan Map 
2. Exhibit B, Zoning Map 
3. Exhibit C, Assessor’s Map 
4. Exhibit D, Site Plan 
5. Exhibit D-1, Site Plan Close-up 
6. Exhibit D-2, Equipment Buildings and Floor Plans 
7. Exhibit D-3, Equipment Details 
8. Exhibit D-3a, Equipment Details 
9. Exhibit D-4, Process Flow Chart 
10. Exhibit E, Aerial Map 
11. Exhibit F, Topographical Map 
12. Exhibit G, Operational Statement 
13. Exhibit H, Environmental Health Department Comments 
14. Exhibit I, Public Works, Engineering Comments 
15. Exhibit J, Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments 
16. Exhibit K, Initial Study 
17. Exhibit L, Mitigated Negative Declaration 



in
te

rs
ec

tio
n 

w
ith

 A
ve

nu
e 

21
 (n

o 
si

tu
s)

 C
ho

w
ch

illa

In
it

ia
ls

D
a

te
R

e
m

a
rk

s

Th
e 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
m

us
t c

om
pl

y 
w

ith
 th

ei
r R

ep
or

t o
f W

as
te

 D
is

ch
ar

ge
 (R

W
D

) r
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

R
eg

io
na

l W
at

er
 Q

ua
lit

y 
C

on
tro

l B
oa

rd
 (R

W
Q

C
B)

.

Th
e 

fa
ci

lit
y 

m
us

t c
om

pl
y 

w
ith

 th
ei

r S
an

 J
oa

qu
in

 V
al

le
y 

Ai
r P

ol
lu

tio
n 

C
on

tro
l B

oa
rd

 (S
JV

AP
C

D
) 

pe
rm

it.

Th
e 

fa
ci

lit
y 

m
us

t c
om

pl
y 

w
ith

 C
al

 R
ec

yc
le

 p
er

m
it 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r a

n 
An

ae
ro

bi
c 

D
ig

es
te

r. 

Pr
ov

id
e/

U
pd

at
e 

Pe
st

 (v
ec

to
r) 

M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
n.

  T
he

 P
es

t (
ve

ct
or

) M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
n 

m
us

t g
o 

in
to

 d
et

ai
l o

f h
ow

 e
ac

h 
kn

ow
n 

ve
ct

or
 w

ill 
be

 id
en

tif
ie

d,
 tr

ac
ke

d,
 e

lim
in

at
ed

 o
r s

ig
ni

fic
an

tly
 

re
du

ce
d 

an
d 

ho
w

 th
is

 p
ro

gr
am

 w
ill 

be
 im

pl
em

en
te

d.
  T

hi
s 

Pe
st

 M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
n 

m
us

t b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 fo
r r

ev
ie

w
 a

nd
 a

pp
ro

va
l b

y 
th

is
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t p
rio

r t
o 

ap
pr

ov
in

g 
of

 th
is

 C
U

P 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 v
ec

to
r(s

) a
re

 h
an

dl
ed

 o
n 

si
te

 to
 e

ffe
ct

iv
el

y 
pr

ev
en

t t
he

m
 o

r a
t a

 m
in

im
um

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
tly

 
re

du
ce

 th
em

 fr
om

 b
ec

om
in

g 
an

 o
ff-

si
te

 n
ui

sa
nc

e.
 

Pr
ov

id
e/

U
pd

at
e 

O
do

r a
nd

 D
us

t M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
ns

.  
Th

e 
M

an
ag

em
en

t P
la

ns
 m

us
t g

o 
in

to
 

de
ta

il 
in

 d
es

cr
ib

in
g 

ho
w

 o
do

r a
nd

 d
us

t c
on

tro
l w

ill 
be

 m
an

ag
ed

 a
nd

 im
pl

em
en

te
d.

   
Th

e 
O

do
r 

an
d 

D
us

t M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
ns

 m
us

t b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 fo
r r

ev
ie

w
 a

nd
 a

pp
ro

va
l b

y 
th

is
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t p
rio

r 
to

 a
pp

ro
va

l o
f t

hi
s 

C
U

P 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 e
ac

h 
kn

ow
n 

da
iry

 n
ui

sa
nc

e(
s)

 a
re

 h
an

dl
ed

 o
n 

si
te

 to
 

ef
fe

ct
iv

el
y 

pr
ev

en
t t

he
m

 fr
om

 m
ov

in
g 

of
f-s

ite
 c

re
at

in
g 

a 
nu

is
an

ce
.

If 
yo

ur
 fa

ci
lit

y 
ha

nd
le

s/
st

or
e 

an
y 

ha
za

rd
ou

s 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 o
n-

si
te

 o
r g

en
er

at
es

 h
az

ar
do

us
 w

as
te

 y
ou

 
m

ay
 b

e 
su

bj
ec

t t
o 

pe
rm

itt
in

g 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 th

ou
gh

 o
ur

 d
ep

ar
tm

en
t. 

 A
s 

of
 J

an
ua

ry
 2

01
3 

al
l 

C
er

tif
ie

d 
U

ni
fie

d 
Pr

og
ra

m
 A

ge
nc

y 
(C

U
PA

) r
eg

ul
at

ed
 b

us
in

es
se

s 
m

us
t s

ub
m

it 
th

ei
r H

az
ar

do
us

 
M

at
er

ia
l B

us
in

es
s 

Pl
an

 e
le

ct
ro

ni
ca

lly
 in

to
 th

e 
C

al
ifo

rn
ia

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l R
ep

or
tin

g 
Sy

st
em

 
(C

ER
S)

 a
t w

w
w

.c
er

s.
ca

le
pa

.c
a.

go
v.

  

ut
ilit

y 
us

ag
e

R
N

G
 M

oo
ve

rs
, L

LC
C

O
N

T
A

C
T

 P
E

R
S

O
N

/T
E

L
E

P
H

O
N

E
 N

U
M

B
E

R
: 

A
P

P
L

IC
A

N
T

: 
 

C
O

N
D

IT
IO

N
S

 O
F

 A
P

P
R

O
V

A
L

P
R

O
J

E
C

T
 N

A
M

E
: 

P
R

O
J

E
C

T
 L

O
C

A
T

IO
N

: 
 

P
R

O
J

E
C

T
 D

E
S

C
R

IP
T

IO
N

: 
 

to
 c

on
st

ru
ct

 d
ai

ry
 d

ig
es

te
r a

nd
 in

je
ct

io
n 

fa
ci

lit
y 

fo
r b

io
ga

s 
ge

ne
ra

tio
n 

an
d

C
U

P 
#2

02
0-

00
9 

- R
N

G
 M

oo
ve

rs
, :

:C
 S

oa
re

s 
D

ai
ry

)
on

 th
e 

ea
st

 s
id

e 
of

 R
oa

d 
1,

 a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

on
e 

m
ile

 s
ou

th
 o

f i
ts

55
9-

31
8-

63
03

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
N

o
.

E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
ta

l 
H

e
a

lt
h

V
e

ri
fi

c
a

ti
o

n
 o

f 
C

o
m

p
li

a
n

c
e

D
e
p

a
rt

m
e

n
t/

A

g
e

n
c

y

1



In
it

ia
ls

D
a

te
R

e
m

a
rk

s

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
N

o
.

E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
ta

l 
H

e
a

lt
h

V
e

ri
fi

c
a

ti
o

n
 o

f 
C

o
m

p
li

a
n

c
e

D
e
p

a
rt

m
e

n
t/

A

g
e

n
c

y

Th
e 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n 

an
d 

th
en

 o
ng

oi
ng

 o
pe

ra
tio

n 
m

us
t b

e 
do

ne
 in

 a
 m

an
ne

r t
ha

t s
ha

ll 
no

t a
llo

w
 a

ny
 

ty
pe

 o
f p

ub
lic

 n
ui

sa
nc

e(
s)

 to
 o

cc
ur

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
bu

t n
ot

 li
m

ite
d 

to
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

nu
is

an
ce

(s
); 

D
us

t, 
O

do
r(s

), 
N

oi
se

(s
), 

Li
gh

tin
g,

 V
ec

to
r(s

) o
r L

itt
er

.  
Th

is
 m

us
t b

e 
ac

co
m

pl
is

he
d 

un
de

r a
cc

ep
te

d 
an

d 
ap

pr
ov

ed
 B

es
t M

an
ag

em
en

t P
ra

ct
ic

es
 (B

M
P)

 a
nd

 a
s 

re
qu

ire
d 

by
 th

e 
C

ou
nt

y 
G

en
er

al
 P

la
n,

 
C

ou
nt

y 
O

rd
in

an
ce

s 
an

d 
an

y 
ot

he
r r

el
at

ed
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

/o
r F

ed
er

al
 ju

ris
di

ct
io

n.

N
on

e

Fa
ci

lit
y 

to
 o

pe
ra

te
 p

er
 s

ub
m

itt
ed

 O
pe

ra
tio

na
l S

ta
te

m
en

t e
xc

ep
t w

he
re

 m
od

ifi
ed

 b
y 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
of

 
ap

pr
ov

al
 a

nd
/o

r m
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 th

is
 p

ro
je

ct
.

Al
l l

ig
ht

in
g 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 th

is
 p

ro
je

ct
 is

 to
 b

e 
ho

od
ed

 a
nd

 d
ire

ct
ed

 d
ow

n 
an

d 
aw

ay
 fr

om
 

ne
ig

hb
or

in
g 

pa
rc

el
s.

Al
l a

re
as

 o
f c

irc
ul

at
io

n 
re

la
te

d 
to

 th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
re

 to
 b

e 
co

ns
tru

ct
ed

 a
nd

 m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d 

in
 a

 d
us

t f
re

e 
m

an
ne

r.

An
y 

si
gn

ag
e 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 th

is
 p

ro
je

ct
 s

ha
ll 

be
 a

pp
ro

ve
d 

by
 th

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t p
rio

r t
o 

pl
ac

em
en

t o
n 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t s

ite
.

 A
ny

 n
oi

se
 g

en
er

at
ed

 b
y 

th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
s 

a 
pa

rt 
of

 n
or

m
al

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
 s

ha
ll 

co
nf

or
m

 to
 C

ou
nt

y 
N

oi
se

 O
rd

in
an

ce
.

Fa
ci

lit
y 

to
 b

e 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d 
in

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
ith

 C
ou

nt
y 

D
ai

ry
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

.

At
 th

e 
tim

e 
of

 a
pp

ly
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
pe

rm
its

, t
he

 a
pp

lic
an

t/c
on

tra
ct

or
 is

 re
qu

ire
d 

to
 s

ub
m

it 
a 

gr
ad

in
g 

pe
rm

it 
to

 th
e 

Pu
bl

ic
 W

or
ks

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t f

or
 re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 a
pp

ro
va

l. 
G

ra
di

ng
 p

er
m

it 
m

us
t 

be
 o

bt
ai

ne
d 

pr
io

r t
o 

pe
rfo

rm
in

g 
an

y 
gr

ad
in

g 
on

 s
ite

. 

Th
is

 p
ar

ce
l i

s 
lo

ca
te

d 
w

ith
in

 S
pe

ci
al

 F
lo

od
 H

az
ar

d 
Ar

ea
 Z

on
e 

A.
 T

hi
s 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
e 

A 
Zo

ne
 h

as
 

be
en

 m
ap

pe
d 

by
 F

EM
A 

as
 a

 fl
oo

d 
zo

ne
 w

ith
ou

t B
FE

's
 p

ro
vi

de
d.

 F
or

 a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

e 
A 

Zo
ne

s 
w

ith
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f 5
 A

cr
es

 o
r 5

0 
lo

ts
, w

hi
ch

ev
er

 is
 fe

w
er

, a
 d

et
ai

le
d 

st
ud

y 
is

 re
qu

ire
d 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
Ba

se
 F

lo
od

 E
le

va
tio

ns
 fo

r t
he

 1
00

 y
ea

r f
lo

od
 p

la
in

. T
he

 m
in

im
um

 N
FI

P(
N

at
io

na
l F

lo
od

 
In

su
ra

nc
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

) s
ta

nd
ar

d 
fo

r d
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
n 

an
 a

pp
ro

xi
m

at
e 

A 
zo

ne
s 

ca
n 

be
 fo

un
d 

in
 

Se
ct

io
n 

60
.3

(b
)(3

) o
f t

he
 N

FI
P 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
. 

P
u

b
li

c
 W

o
rk

s
 -

 E
n

g
in

e
e

ri
n

g

P
la

n
n

in
g

F
ir

e

2



In
it

ia
ls

D
a

te
R

e
m

a
rk

s

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
N

o
.

E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
ta

l 
H

e
a

lt
h

V
e

ri
fi

c
a

ti
o

n
 o

f 
C

o
m

p
li

a
n

c
e

D
e
p

a
rt

m
e

n
t/

A

g
e

n
c

y

no
ne

Ad
he

re
 to

 a
ll 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
fro

m
 th

e 
R

W
Q

C
B

R
e
g

io
n

a
l 

W
a

te
r 

Q
u

a
li

ty
 C

o
n

tr
o

l 
B

o
a

rd

P
u

b
li

c
 W

o
rk

s
 -

 R
o

a
d

s

3







































EXHIBIT G









EXHIBIT H





EXHIBIT I



 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

3 September 2020 

Robert Mansfield  
Madera County Community and Economic Development Planning Division 
200 West 4th Street 
Madera, CA 93637 

REVIEW OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP #2020-010), RNG MOOVERS LLC, 
APPLICATION TO ALLOW CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF AN 
ANAEROBIC DIGESTER SYSTEM AT COSTA VIEW FARMS DAIRY #2 FACILITY, 
PLACE ID 215853, 16800 ROAD 15, MADERA, MADERA COUNTY 

On 23 July 2020, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley 
Water Board) staff received your request for review of the above referenced project. 
The information you submitted included the Project Review Request (PRR) cover sheet 
with Development Review Form for the proposed anaerobic digester system at the 
subject facility with accompanying site plans, general plan map, zoning map and 
operational/environmental statement checklist. 

The PRR consists of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) proposing to build and operate an 
anaerobic digester system to capture methane gas from one of the existing wastewater 
storage ponds at the subject facility (Dairy). 

By Executive Office letter of 29 June 2007, the Dairy was enrolled under the Waste 
Discharge Requirements General Order for Existing Milk Cow Dairies, Order R5-2007-
0035 (2007 General Order) and accompanying Monitoring and Reporting Program 
(MRP).  In response to a Sacramento County Superior Court decision, the 2007 
General Order was replaced by the Reissued Waste Discharge Requirements General 
Order for Existing Milk Cow Dairies, Order R5-2013-0122 (Reissued General Order) on 
3 October 2013. A Notice of Adopted Reissued General Order issued to the 
owner/operator of the Dairy by the Executive Officer on 1 November 2013 provided 
notification of the Dairy coverage under the Reissued General Order. 

Provision G.4 of the Reissued General Order requires the submittal of a Report of 
Waste Discharge (RWD) in accordance with Water Code section 13260 at least 140 
days prior to any material change or proposed change in the character, location, or 
volume of the discharge, including any expansion of the facility or development of any 
treatment technology, or construction of an anaerobic digester. 

EXHIBIT J



Robert Mansfield 2 3 September 2020 
Madera County Planning Division 
 
Based on the information provided in the PRR and records available in the Central 
Valley Water Board office, the Discharger is required to submit a complete RWD in 
order to comply with the requirements of the Reissued General Order. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Balraj Tammali 
by email at balraj.tammali@waterboards.ca.gov or by telephone at (559) 445-5156. 

 
DALE E. ESSARY, PE 
Senior Engineer 
Confined Animals Facilities Unit 

Enclosure: CUP Review Form 

cc: Costa View Farms c/o Larry Pietrowski, Madera 
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